%COLECTIVO HUACHUMA June 2, 2026

Declaration by the Northern Peruvian associations of traditional healers regarding
the inclusion of the San Pedro Cactus in Colorado’s Natural Medicine Health Act

We thank you for inviting us to participate in this conversation about the
commercialization of our sacred plants in the United States. We want to learn more
about what you plan to do with Huachuma and share our concerns about what this
could mean for our communities.

Today we address you on behalf of the three associations of Master healers of the
authentic Huachuma tradition, which together represent nearly 200 Master healers.

The traditional territory of Huachuma is in northern and central Peru. Our ancestors
from the Chavin and Moche cultures have worked with the plant for thousands of
years. Our elder healers are direct descendants of these cultures, with unbroken
ancestral lineages that connect us to the spiritual power that comes from the past.
Our practice of Northern Curanderismo is a complex and powerful healing system
that incorporates hundreds of native medicinal plants found nowhere else on Earth.
Our knowledge and practices of the San Pedro cactus are Intangible Cultural
Heritage of the Nation in Peru.

Master Healers are trained to share Huachuma medicine through intensive
apprenticeships that last for decades, preparing us to ensure the physical and
spiritual safety of everyone participating in a ceremony, including ourselves. We have
lifelong relationships with the medicine, the ancestral temples, the sacred waters,
and the mountains, and we nourish these natural powers with offerings. The ability
to visualize, diagnose, and heal illnesses—and to do so without becoming ill oneself—
1s an art that requires years of training, dedication, transformation, and personal
sacrifice.

Huachuma is a living being, a spirit, a treasure, a Master of Masters. When you make
decisions about the plant, you are making decisions about a divine being that has
been revered in our territory for thousands of years. What you do with the plant
affects all the Master Healers who are connected to it, in our work to maintain the
balance and harmony of the world. When you place it in the hands of people who do
not know the plant, you break the plant’s tradition of selecting and training its own
guardians in its homeland. When you use it without respect, you violate the plant’s
dignity.
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All Huachuma species, including Peruvian Torch cactus, are classified as endangered
or threatened by the Peruvian Ministry of the Environment. Virtually all Peruvian
Huachuma consumed worldwide comes from the last remaining wild, old-growth
populations in Peru. The plant also faces habitat loss due to agriculture, mining, and
development. In many parts of North Peru, the Masters no longer have access to their
own wild medicine.

In 2022, we created a Collective Declaration that was signed by more than 90 healers
and allies from all regions of Peru and Ecuador where Huachuma grows. In it, we
denounced the erasure of the Master Healers and communities of northern Peru at
the hands of commercial interests and charlatans from Cusco and abroad, as well as
the destruction of wild Huachuma stands by foreign-owned companies. In the
declaration, we asked foreigners to stop using wild Huachuma and instead work with
ethically cultivated medicine.

To that end, we have included two points we insist upon as a starting place if we are
to support further dialogue regarding the future of our medicine in the United States.

1. The extraction of Huachuma seeds and cuttings from Peru must stop now.
Enough Huachuma plants are already growing throughout the world to

PP I3

reproduce indefinitely. The focus on “collecting” “rare genetics” and “wild

genetics” of Huachuma is extractive in attitude and illegal in practice.

2. If Huachuma is to be cultivated in the United States, we demand ethical and
sustainable cultivation practices. The plants must grow directly in the ground,
outdoors, without chemical inputs, grafting, or forced reproduction. They must
be allowed to reach their mature size before harvest.

We would like to ask you three questions about the possible future of our medicine in
Colorado, so that we can better understand the impact on our medicine and our
communities.

1. Where will you source Huachuma medicine for a regulated access program in
Colorado?

2. Who will benefit and profit from a Huachuma regulated access program in
Colorado?

3. How will people in Colorado be trained to serve Huachuma medicine, and how
would you decide if someone is qualified to do so?
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In conclusion, Huachuma has the potential to bring great healing to the world.
However, the gifts the plant gives us come with the responsibility to keep its essence
alive through our decisions and actions.

Above all, we want our medicine to be protected and respected, we want our
communities to be supported, and we want our traditions to remain healthy and
strong for our children and grandchildren. We ask that you join us in these goals.

Signed,

The Board of Directors of Colectivo Huachuma:
Josip Orlovac Del Rio

Felipe Pereda Llanos

José Garcia Correa

Alberto Lopez Pérez

Julia Calderén de Avila

Simeon Castillo Abad
Salomén Chozo Bravo, president of the Association of Traditional Healers I Kon Tuc

José Rodolfo Concha Garcfa, representative of the Association of Traditional and Ecological
Medicine Healers of Las Huaringas — Huancabamba



